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vancement of the cause of Orthodoxy, these leitmotivs of the panslav press. The real meaning of San Stefano must be sought elsewhere. The creation of a large Bulgaria surrounded by hostile countries and dominated by St. Petersburg would have put Russia in an exceptionally strong position in the Balkans and would have rnade possible the extension of her influence in southeastern Europe and the eventual annexation of Constantinople and the Straits. This is what no one in Europe wanted and what Vienna and London were resolved to prevent.
ON THE VERGE OF A NEW WAR
Although the text of the Treaty of San Stefano was not officially communicated to the European capitals until after its ratification, the tenor of Russian peace terms was known in Vienna, Berlin, and London before that date. An outline of the proposed settlement was sent by Alexander to the emperors of Germany and Austria-Hungary on December 9, 1877, N.S. Francis Joseph's reply, which was not forthcoming until January 8, 1878, N.S., was a sharp criticism of Russian terms on the ground that they violated the Reichstadt agreement and the convention of January, 1877. The Austrian emperor emphatically opposed the preliminary peace concluded without consulting Vienna, the creation of a big Bulgaria and her occupation by Russian troops; he claimed the right to annex Bosnia and Herzegovina and refused to recognize the validity of any changes in the Treaty of Paris unless they were confirmed by all signatories. Alexander conceded at once (January 16, N.S.) the Austrian claim to the occupation or even the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and, in principle, agreed to the convocation of a European conference, but he rejected the other demands. In spite of this divergency of views between the two courts, Gorcha-kov, oblivious of his recent condemnation of the "three emperors' league/'15 maintained that the close cooperation of the three imperial governments was the only hope of neutralizing the hostility of England and of preventing a European war. Berlin, however, proved nearly as disappointing as Vienna. The letters of Emperor William to the tsar could not have been more affectionate; they invariably harped on the memories of 1870 and his undying loyalty, but Bismarck would not bring any pressure on Austria, which was what Gorchalcov wanted him to do. Relations between St. Petersburg and Vienna continued
^ See p. 1005.